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whose clothes were stolen were six mothers, some of whom
were wives of front-line soldiers or participants in the
Great Patriotic War.1

Discipline and Political Activities

Freedom for the student to work as he wishes, which is
one of the precious traditions of universities, does not exist
in Soviet institutes of higher education. At meetings of
deans of faculties, the need for stricter discipline is a
common topic on the agenda. Thus in Moscow, a meeting
of representatives of institutes of higher education decided
that discipline had become too lax, 'There had been
cases of a liberal attitude in appraising the work of
students. . . , Deans must establish stricter control over
attendance at lectures. . . . Higher education institutions
must not lower requirements for the military-physical
preparation of students.*2 Three institutes were indicated
by name: the Moscow Mining Institute, the Moscow
Mechanical Institute of Military Studies and the Moscow
Peat Institute.3 Not only are lectures compulsory, but
deans are obliged to distribute sufficient homework to
students to occupy 20-25 hours per week.4 A year later 5
there were still complaints about examination standards
slipping.

Discipline is maintained by the carrot as well as by the
whip. For some years the vicious system of socialist
emulation prevailed even in the classrooms of universities.
Socialist emulation is not a Russian invention. Indeed
the Webbs attribute it to Mark Twain's Huckleberry Finn,
* who when refused leave to go to play with his boy friends,
and ordered by his aunt to " paint the fence **, introduced
this to his comrades as a new game of trying who could
most quickly paint so many yards of fencing/ 6 The use of

1 Kom. Pravda, 13.11.45.                  2 Vech. Mos^ 16.9,43.
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5 Pravda, 26.11.44.
c Soviet Comtntwism> 3rd edition, 1944, p. 598, footnote.